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KSIATIO OFFENDER "666" 

To Fra. Florlano Roncarl, Fgidio ’>rla Foghln, 
Gentile Ravi, and to my dear Confreres Giuseppe 
Andreatta, Stanislao Rossato, Epifanio Cardin, 
who suffered with me for two years under Com- 
munism In China, I dedicate these few pages of 
memories. 


filu*Qfl o iggJLs eJl 

I left Genoa on May 22, 1948, arriving at Shanghai on 
July 16. I reached Moslmien on September 23, together with 
Br. Erlfanio and Br. Stanislao. 

At the reouest of Mons. Valentin, Bishop of K&ngting, 
toward the end of February 1949, I went to Kangtlng (Tatslenlou) 
to study the Chinese language. 

On June 4, I returned to Moslmien, where we decided 
to build our convent as soon as possible. In fact, on 
October 5, 1949, on tne land bought by Fr. ^lacldo Alblero, 
we laid the foundations of our new convent, on >lans by and 
under the supervision of Fr. Egidio m, Foghln, 

At that time I was rerue sted to go to Loutlngklao to 
replace Fr. Heng who was absent; I went there on November 21, 
remaining until neoember 9. 

I returned to the leprosarium by the route around the 


mountains to the north-east of Moslmien: a trio of some 
200 kras. touching Mosiplen - Loutlngkiao - Wassekeou - 
Kangtlng - Yaklakhen - u oslmlen. 

The 
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Ths devil's prophecy: ^/oy shall s$g , t J lP Hiring throug h 

the alrJ 11 

On December 7, 1949, I was in T outingkiao when I heard 
for the first time that the Governor of Sikeng had come out 
In favor of Communism, betraying the province. Since no 
positive information was available, on December 9, on foot, 
of course, I set out for Kangting. There was an atmosphere 
of great tension and, for one reason or another, everyone 
went about armed, I arrived in Kengting on December 10. 

On December 12, 1949, early in the morning, posters 
were affixed to the walls of buildings in the city proclaim- 
ing Governor Liou's allegiance to "aoJ There were no in- 
cidents In the city. I recall that the Vice Governor in- 
vited about forty Chinese and Tibetan ohieftainB to a con- 
ference for the economic improvement of the region. The 
3ishoo, Mons. Valentin, was also invited. 1 started off 
a. few days later for Voslmlen, leaving Kangting perfectly 
calm. 

For the remaining part of December and most of January, 
life in Mosimien was one excitement after another in view 
of the rumors of marching armies, partisans in action, 
brigands bent unon conouering thiB or that region. Every- 
one in Mosimien was hiding his earthly possessions or was 
taxing them to the mountains. The men of the village took 
turns in guarding the mountain Tjasses. Cn the evening of 
January 11, 1950, the >eoole of the town were c-iven official 
orders to "sleep with your clothes onV because of the im- 
minent danger. I saw also some poor people coming from the 
' anoukeou valley, carrying their scanty household articles 
on their shoulders and seeking refuge in woslmien. 

The 
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The threats e«rae from Yunnan, 3etohouan and Slkang. 

There were rumors of Nationalist plans to take back Slkang; 
of Communist intentions to occupy it militarily; of common 
brigands, who are always ready to take advantage of any 
chaotic situation. As usual, the news was often catastrophic, 
contradictory and unconfirmed. Toward the middle of January, 
all danger seamed to have passed so far as Moslraien was 
concerned, and the population regained its composure. 

We were busy building our convent, and realizing that 
the tiles for Its roof would have to be transported from 
the Lamas brickyard to ''tengtse, we decided to build an 
authentic wheelcart. Fr. Tecoraro in Ksn^ting made avail- 
able to us the iron rims and the axle, and 1 received orders 
from our Superior to go there with our mule and bring them 
to the convent on reuleback. In many places the mule path 
on the Yakiekhe (4,500 m. ) was literally a sheet of ice, 
and even by breaking the ice here and there with a heavy 
iron nick I could not prevent myself and the mule from 
falling several times on the treacherous ice. 

I remained in Kangting for two days. 

The city was in an indescribable state of anxiety and 
trepidation. Ideas were confused— economically, politically 
and militarily sneaking. Inflation was complete; later, 
however, the Nationalists relieved it by restoring use of 
the silver dollar. 

I returned to Mosimien on January 21, after an extremely 
cold night spent, with my eyes wide open, at Ta-k'iao in 
the Yakiakhen forest. Ours was the first wheelcart ever 
built in the Mosimien valley. 

It was during this period that I noticed an impressive 
number of strange poor people wandering from one town to 

another; 
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another; they would enter, without muoh ceremony, the homes 
of the local peoole, especially those of Euronenns, often 
pretending to flounder In leaving it and , Instead of making 
for the entrance, trying to gain access to some out-of-the- 
way room. The streets were unusually busy and peonle would 
start out on long trips on the least provocation. In the 
Yaklakhen forest I met a veil-dressed man who told me that 
he was going to a distant town to present a friend with n 
oarrot; however, as we traveled along, I was surprised to 
see him c- refully questioning my servant, for almost two 
hours, about the fathers and the Sisters in the ?'osimien 
valley. 

It has always been the custom in Mosimien to stage, 
on the 18th day of the first moon the Chinese year, a 
eoeoial procession wherein a man, in the >ublic street, 
inflicts u;>on himself n head wound, intending thus to atone 
for the sins of all mankind. It is e«id that on this oc- 
casion the man is actually possessed by the devil; that is 
why he is called Kft—koul (devil or demon ) and during the 
procession he is naked to forecast the future. That par- 
ticular day I heard him announce: "In the coming months 
you shall see the dead flying throuah the air?” 

I should like to say that at that very moment the 
peaceful peoole of “osimien began to go through a series 
of experiences the equal of which they had never seen or 
imagined before. 

. few days before, in the evening, I had net a man who 
had a deep wound in hie head; ae was going to ^osimien and 
had been wounded, so he said, when he was attacked by brigands 
in the raklfikhen region. 


Now , 
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Now, when the famous MA-Koui orocession was over, a 
man wag arrested in the market place at dosimlen who was 
Identified one -f these brigands. Without much ado, 
he was thrown Into Jail and kent there under heavy guard; 
later he was subjected to a brutal and violent examination. 
The "oor fellow ’•had” to confess in accordance with the 
wishes of the interrogators, an' when he disagreed with 
thera, he was badly beaten. A number of relatives and 
friends of the unlucky brigand wanted to intervene In his 
behalf and take un his defense before the court; but when 
they arrived the roor fellow had already died as a result 
of the severe bating. "He Incident was followed by dls- 
rmteg, “leas to the courts and threats; finally the man w..s 
buried with full, honors and all vn forgotten. 

boon thereafter, « doren or so armed men, led by one 
fang, made their an pen. ranee In Moslralen. They were very 
young, boisterous men, ready to rlav the art of fearless 
thfceves or brir-nds as veil as that of heroic soldiers. 

fbey came tc the i«f‘lon and netted whether we needed 
rotection in view of the dangerous times; all they wanted 
vas • bowl or rice to eat and ». “lace to sleeo. «hen we 
not ooc-5- t their offer, they went back to the town 
* n a pot uo can,.. i:nere. one right, one of throe men, evident' 
•iy vrltn evil intentions, broke into or.e ol the local homes, 

; r-d when sr old lady in the house tried to bar his way , he 
:■% h*r. Fortunately, the old lady • sea red with a 
,v diy wounded hand which ne-'ed the medical care of 
r>’r. ttanislao every clay for tv r months. 

fter this regrettable Incident, the brave defenders, 

fearing the' consequences , went away. 

After 
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After they had left, some two hundred men of the 24th 
Amy came to the region. They were fairly well clothed and 
armed. Their comnander seemed to be a nice fellow; In 
fact, he waw to it that many of his men received treatment 
against the opium habit, Eater on we were able to under- 
stand the frame of mind of these soldier*; most of them 
lived in the hope of being able to return to a free life 
and took any occasion that presented itself to run away, 
naturally, the officers had no alternative; the firing 
snuiid for the deserters, Many times we attended, helpless, 
the executions. On the average, some ten men were executed 
each month, and whenever the ran&s became too depleted, 
the young men of the region were caught in veritable drag- 
nets snd forced to replace them. There were also those who 
joined the unit bq volunteers; generally they were malad- 
justed persons, or persons of loooe morals imbued with an 
autnentic desire for adventure. We had the impression of 
seeing once again the famous H companies of adventure* of 
our Middle Ages, Theoretically, these men were In the 
service of the Government, from which they even received 
certain allowances; actually, however, they were quite in- 
dependent and self-governing; they were soldiers of fortune 
ready to hoist any flag* 

At Gnengtu we had seen Shiimg Kai-shek* s soldiers. 

Their behavior was perfect and admirable; they could compare 
favorably with any European army; but the men of the 24th 
Army we saw in March 1950 in Mosimien were not men that 
would inspire one with confidence, even granted the benefit 
of unfortunate circumstances. 

: f ten the officers would meet secretly with the local 
lordllngs, slotting with them, scanning the strength of the 
various narties and exchanging advice. Every day we watched 
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with anxiety the flag of three two hundred soldiers, fear- 
ing that it might be replaced at any moment by the lied Star 
Meanwhile, a few hundred national lets had come down 
from the north and recaptured Karigtlng amid the rejoicing 
of the ooiulatlon. Only a handful of these men, about 
twenty of them, came as far as 'oBimien; according to some, 
they had come with orders to secure enlistments from the 
local youth, but according to others, their task was to 
watch the behavior of the two hundred men of the 24th nrmy. 
At that particular time, the nationalists had excellent 
weapons and were well clothed, but they were short of am- 
munition. vj* noticed that no exchange of views took place 
between them and the men of the 24th ^rmy. 

Toward the middle of March 1950 there were rumors to 
tne effect that the Communist army was slowly advancing 
toward Sikang, bent upon connuering Tibet, as in fact was 
the case. The meetings between the civilian chieftains of 
the -'osimien valley and the officers of the- 24th army were 
more freouent, and a number of trusted men were sent out 
here and there to seek reliable information. The ncoula- 
tion fled en masse to the mountains. 

Finally we learned that, having occupied boutlngkiao, 
the Communists were driving toward Kungting to give battle 
to Yang's bands and were meeting with stubborn resistance 
in the 'iassekeou gorges. But rumor had it that the uom— 
uunlsts forced the civilian nooulntlon to march in front 
of their regular troops, and that the on ositlon had with- 
drawn in order to prevent carnage. 

The Nationalists were pleading for ammunition; we saw 
several planes cruising in the sky over us. Could it be 

that 
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that Chlang Kai-shek 'e lanes had missed the location of 
Kangting? . . . . The fact Is th:- 1 their attempts to drop sup- 
plies were unsuccessful. A ouentity of sun lies were 
dropped in Ksngtlng, but when the city was already com- 
pletely in the hands of the red troops. The Nationalists 
had withdrawn toward Yunnan. 

Cn the Saturday reoeding the Nserion Sunday in 1950, 
we saw the 24th Army, with its Nationalist flag flying in 
the wind, on its way toward the Yakiakhen Pass, "eople 
were heard saying: '‘They go to help Yang and the Nation- 
alists, against the Communists. " 

and they went, taking with their, a number of hostages 
because of certain disputes which had arisen during their 
stay at ‘oelmlen, when the local people had become ac- 
customed to arx’efits and executions on the slightest provoca- 
tion. 

I snail never forget the impression I received when 
I discovered, on the execution grounds, that the stains of 
numan blood, with which the ground is soaked, retain there 
for months and months.' 

The twenty Notionalists did not go. Aa far as we 
knew, they, too, had decided to withdraw toward Yunnan the 
following day. 

Came the next day, T ass ion Sunday of 1950, nd with 
it the true beginning of our subjection to Aao Tse-tung. 

It was a bloddy day.'.... 

At the Yakiakhen ^ass, the men of the £4th Army be- 
trayed their old flag and unfurled the Red Star. Many 
inhabitants of Kangting had taken refuge on that pass await- 
ing the end of the fighting for the city of Kangting, and 

when 
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when the sudden appearance from behind of two hundred men 
flying the Communist flag threw them into a state of panic, 
they abandoned everything and fled toward the wilderness 
of the mountains and valleys. 

It was said at the time that many children were lost 
in the confusion and fright, 

without firing -one single ahot , the men of the 24th 
Array reaped an abundant and excellent booty. Later they 
retraced their way to Kosimlen and set up camp at Lamakeou, 
staying there until the Communists, who euoyortad them 
generously with money, ordered them to take off for Chengtu. 
*'e learned afterwards that. In the La n- chan mountains, these 
men had disappeared because they found no attraction in 
working f©r the new masters. 

Thus passed the remnant of the 24th Chinese Army} 

•«hlle this was taking place on the Yaklakhen Pass, 
burets of machine-gun fire in .the ? osimlen valley gave the 
signal to the Lolos, as agreed, and the twenty K; tlonali sts, 
who had already feegun to withdraw, were pursued relentlessly. 
Some of them escaped safely, ethers were saved by the inter- 
vention of the chieftain of Pcsimien; but eight of them, 
surrounded in s grove near Otangtse, were ruthlessly 
slaughtered. The grove was aet on fire and, as the men 
came out of it, they were immediately massacred. Three 
persons were particularly responsible for the carnage: 
one Aantong, one Centetse, and the Ly chieftain of the 
village of Lamas. 

Various versions were giver of the reasons for the mass 
slaughter. According to aome, the twenty Nationalists had 
become dangerous to the lifo of certain village chieftains; 
according to others, the massacre had taken place in order 

for 
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for the population to gain the good graces of the Communists, 
lerhara there wae some truth In both verelons. 

We of the Catholic Church condemned the occurrence, 
and Fr. 2gldio Foghin took the Initiative of burying the 
bodies of the unfortunate Nationalists which were strewn 
over the hill overlooking the stream and were already being 
eaten by the vultures and eagles. 

The Communists lost no tlm# in expressing their opinion 
of the carnage, observing that China had been unjustly 
deprived of eight families. Some of the men who were killed 
had relatives near Jnga&n (Yakow) who made no secret of 
tneir indignation and desire for revenge. 

Thus, on the ^osiralen olateau, the clenched fist was 
raised in blood ns a sign of greetings.' 


Pi- YS OF kCiN'TlOK 

The manner in which the Communist soldiers presented 
themselves in ■'oslraien is interesting, one certain day we 
had a glimpse of three of them, nerhans sent ournoeely to 
explore the situation; a week later we saw the arrival of 
about one hundred in oerfeot military formation. They were 
greeted with all the honors due an army of liberation. The 
chieftains of the osiraien valley humbled themselves to 
fetch hot water for them so that they might bathe, and 
cooked for them. Then, the soldiers eoent that whole even- 
ing singing and staking merry, and th8 following morning we 
found out that they had left early, after plastering the 
walls of the village houses with inscriptions singing praises 
to l'ic Fse-tung, to universal oeace, to world brotherhood, 
to the protection they would give to aliens, to freedom of 
religion, etc. , etc. ; however, on close scrutiny one could 

detect 


Approved For Release 200^^ j^|-^DP83-00423R000300500003-0 


Approved For Release 2003/10/22 : CIA-RDP83-00423R000300500003-0 

RESTRICTED 

- 11 - 

detect the devil's whiskers in some ex reeslons denying the 
existence of God. This ptrnnge behavior was commented upon 
with various and different feelings. Many of those who had 
fled to the mounts ins returned home when they heard of the 
situation. Several days went by before some soldiers or 
Communist f arty members, in their typical blue uniform, were 
again seen in the village. They all case from the province 
of Shensi. Cne of them remained in command, while his sub- 
ordinates were replaced e\ r ery fifteen or twenty days, so as 
not to allow them to become friendly with anyone. They spoke 
freely to everybody, helped the farmers In the fields and 
tried to explain to them the so-called ''social problems, - of 
which they had never heard bef ore. More or less everybody 
was a B'U*11 landowner in .osimien. 

c.ne day, intending to nettle a dispute, a group of 
persons wBnt to see the Com: tun 1st chief, but he sent them off 
saying: "These matters do not concern me; you have your own 

cnlef, sro to him." This statement disconcerted the noor 
fellows, since everyone was convinced that the real chief of 
the valley was the Communist chief, and that the old village 
chieftains were nothing more than figureheads remaining there 
only as h matter of form. Out when, later, the Communists 
set out to collect taxes from each family, this mysterious 
Coc-munist headman threatened to punish the village chieftain 
of Kooimien If. within the time limit, everyone in tne vil- 
lage had not paid his ccot tc the new government. 

we also received a specific notice: "We Chinee© Com- 
munists protect the Europeans; but we are aware of the fact 
that ; ou re friends of the Nationalists end we say to you 
that, if you want to live In peace, you must end your rela- 
tions with the Nationalists and must not act a* soles.' " This 

notice 
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notice cane to ue from the Police Office of Loutlngkiao. 

It wai clear that the Chinese as veil as Europeans had 
to submit to the control of the Communist lenfler, not only 
in political but also in economic matters. Incoming ana 
outgoing mail was inspected by the Commun! ate. With the 
greatest nonchalance they would enter any home, those of us 
Europeans included, without asking permission, and would 
proceed to conduct a veritable search of the rooms, opening 
closet doors and nulling out furniture drawers. They would 
never accept food, or a drink or a araoke. he learned later 
that they took notes of everything they saw or heard. I 
learned also that at the marset place they showed interest 
In finding out whence tnls cr that person came, and if any- 
one came from remote regions in the mountains, he was sub- 
jected to an endless aeries of interrogations. 

h blackboard was set up in a nubile eousre, and eaoh 
day a passage from the gospel of Marx would be written on it. 
v.hether or not the people read -it was immaterial; the im- 
portant fact for the Communists was to keen on writing It, 
for sooner or later someone would read it. Ideas of and 
plans for social reforms, often in contradiction with one 
another, were tossed at the unwary population which beoame 
enthusiastic at first, then bewildered and, finally, 
frightened. 

The Communists preferred to take ounrters here and there, 
so that they might personally check the financial condition 
of this or that family. And those who chose to stay with the 
chieftains of the Moslmien valley had all the air of wardens 
watching over their wards to prevent their escape. 

Whenever they needed something, they would come "kindly" 

to borrow it, and we knew that this meant, most of the time, 

losing 
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losing the thing borrowed. They hod a special fondneee for 
watches, vlctrolae, cameras, radio seta.... 

Fortunately for ua, the word "leprosy* 1 scared the life 
out of then and they would not take anything if we told them 
that it had been used by the lexers. But, especially in the 
cnee of victrolas, which they eeeoed to want more than any- 
thing else, it did not take them long to catoh on to the 
fact that we had purposely broken them or out them out of 
order. 

The Communists were particularly attentive to the 
principal chieftains of the valley. They quest ioned them 
on how the conditions of the population ralg^rt be improved; 
they sought their advice on this or that matter, even bestow- 
ing upon them offices and honorary titles. For instance, 

Chief Bantong was entrusted with the task of arousing the 
enthusiasm of the population in the struggle against Tibet. 

He was 1^ ter invited to become an officer of the Communist 
Army, but he declined such an honor with the excuse that he 
wished to live by working the land like the poor people. He 
was one of the richest and most powerful chiefs of the valley. 

The other chiefs were under the impression that under 
the Communists all you had to do in order to be left in 
peace was to lower yourself to working the land. But it was 
not so. The Communists knew, as everyone did, how great was 
the power of those native chieftains, especially Santong's. 

A modem Don Rodrigo, he made use of the lolos to carry out 
his private designs, and when he had some goal to attain, he 
would seek it by any and oil naans. The Communists feared 
that he night any moment incite the lolos and the population 
to rebel against tnem. Thus it was that in early July 1950, 
Santong, together with Chief Centetse and a few others, was 

invited 
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invited by the Communists to attend a series of Important 
conferences In the city of Kangting, seat of the province. 
This was nothing new; similar meetings had been held before 
and the chieftains had been asked to attend, and the Com- 
munists had already reorulted a doren or so farmers (men and 
women) and had sent them to other cities to attend the Com- 
munist sbhools. Anyway, everyone was convinced that Santong 
and Centetee were deotined to a rapid and brilliant career 
under the Communists. Instead, it was learned suddenly that, 
as they arrived at Kangting in their secondary school, the 
two were arrested. Away from Mosiraien, alone, they did not 
have any power; they were eeparated and cmeetloned on their 
real or alleged miedeeda (the people were later told that 
Santong had 60 murders on hie conscience, while Centetee had 
no lese than 40), were beaten up and sent to do hard labor. 
Other chiefs of the Mosiaien region were with them, such as 
Regolo, who had been in his decline for many years. Accord- 
ing to rumors, Rsgolo was found blamelsss and was sent, free, 
back to Mosiralen. 

Other important manifestations of the Communist program 
took place in the second half of the year 1950. It was no 
longer possible to travel freely from one town to another. 

At the beginning it seemed as thoupti this restriction applied 
only to the Europeans, but it soon was evident that it 
covered the Chinese also. A special permit w«e necessary to 
go from one place to another; thus, every town became a con- 
centration camp in disguise. It became very difficult to 
learn what was talcing place elsewhere, end each community was 
cut off from the rest of the world. We noticed that grass 
was growing on the road leading from Mosiralen to Lamas and 
Kangting.' 

The 
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The Communists then ordered a house-to-house census, 
under their control. In order to practice my Chinese, I 
lived for a few months in our Moslmlen residence; when I 
returned permanently to "tangtse, a patrol of soldiers was 
sent there to watch my residence. And Otangtse is only 
three-and-one-half kilometers from ^osimien! Then they 
requested of each family a financial account covering the 
last three years: what had been the income and the expenses. 
Many did not keep records, and in such cases ths information 
was extracted by long cuestionlng. Everything had to be 
accounted for! 

There were cases where someone had, in previous years, 
been living in another house or another town. In these cases, 
also, a thorough examination was in order, with the bringing 
up of old matters which finally ended with the incredible 
verdict: “Gc back where you came from."* It did not matter 

whether another family wae already there; orders were to be 
obeyed and one family after another had to move, ad infinitum, 
according to the orders end the whims of the Communists! 

A little booth was built in the town's square where all 
complaints, even anonymous ones, could be submitted. The 
Communists always stated that they would act only on the 
basis of Just accusations. It wae natural, therefore, that 
every time one found himself involved in some predicament, he 
would try to find out who might have been his acouBer and the 
cause of his woes. This led to suspicion, hatred, revenge. 

A few months after the coming of the Communists to power, no 
one trusted anyone else, no family showed resnect for another 
family or came to its help, Moslmien wae already one of Hell's 
antechambers, and this was only the beginning! 

Disliked 
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Dialiked as we were because of our foreign correspondence, 
hindered in our relatione with the Bishop in Kangting, and 
unable to collect any substantial tributes from the Bishop's 
tenants, our concern over being able to provide for the lepers 
increased day by day. 

By taking advantage of the fact that the Chinese could 
still move about if they held a permit, which at that time 
was easy to geoure, a Chinese Sister went to Kangting and 
received from the Bishop a sum of isonsy for the needs of the 
lepers, since the Communists had stated that they were not 
going to worry about them. On her return trip, on the eve of 
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin, her mule stumbled while 
crossing a small bridge and the poor nun fell into the whirl- 
ing waters of the Laaenkuang. Her decayed body was recovered 
on November 7. Thus, one more grief was added to our anxieties. 

Meanwhile, an ediot had been issued by the Communist*: 
all weapons were to be reported, under penalty of... {at the 
beginning nothing was said, but it soon 'became clear that 
whoever failed to renort his weapons was subject to military 
execution)! Hie weapons thus collected were later re- 
distributed to the people— that is to say, to those whom the 
Communists trusted. 

I no longer remember the exact time: in 1925 there al- 
ready was in Mosimien a Communist who, on the occaelon of 
Mao Tse-tung's passing through the town had the honor of having 
him for dinner in his home. When the Communist came into 
power, one day this man was found dead from poisoning. I 
could not say whether it was murder or suicide. 

The situation became worse every day because of the Com- 
munists' insistence on coking their noses into public as well 
as private affairs in order to have a hand in everything 

concerning 
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concernlng the oeonle, not only politically but also economically 
and socially. Many wnr© those who no longer felt safe, end fled. 

*a figured that there muflt hove been at least fifty of then, 
especially from the T^ayang area. Those who were caught while 
fleeing were sent to orison. The only ones who still oommandsd 
reelect in the valley seemed to be the Loins. When invited to 
abandon their customs and usages and completely adapt themselves 
to everything Cnineee, they, who ur to thrt time had been without 
a leader, held a meeting and elected a king, with great rejoicing 
emid festivities and parades. 

I heard someone say that it v»e the Communists who wanted the 
Lolos of Hoelmien to have a leader-king; it may even be that this 
is true, because through this king the Communists later had oontrcl 
over all the lolos of the volley. However, on that occasion every- 
one was amazed to see that not n single one of the lolos was with- 
out a gun.* Pernaos It was because of this that the Communists 
treated them with every resnect; but it was only a matter of 
prudence, for later they, too, had to submit to the laws of sharing 
the land. . . . 

An acknowledgment which at that time was on everyone's lips 
was this: "THE OOMHUNIisTS IX) NT .KILL!**, and in the varied comments 
it was said that perhaps the good sense of the Chinese would in the 
end prevail over the Communist spirit and change it. others con- 
sidered this fact a sign of prudence: "Tie Communist fear an ir- 
ritated population because they ore not yet strong enough. M It was 
said that in the Hongkong mountains, where the missionary Fr. Charrler 
was stationed, and in the Youtong valley, people were still free 
and willing to fight. 

Then one day news came of the war in Korea; pleple were whisper- 
ing about the impending arrival of the Nationalist troops. The 
Koeimien valley was astir, everyone was aware of it and everyone's 

thoughts 
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thoughts went back to the days of freedom and pence, bo suddenly 
pone forever. Inftect, everyone had f orebodinge that what had 
taken place thus far was nothing In comparison with what was yet 
to come. 

Hunger was rampant here ond there. The house-to-house census 
Included a detailed inventory of everything one possessed, includ- 
ing such things as chickens. And the ueoole, in silent but elo- 
quent protest, killed a great number of ohlckene. Tates were then 
added to this systematic process of demure rat Ion: first the taxea 

due the old government, then the new taxes needed by the new 
rulers.... I saw with ray own eyes some families who fed themselves 
on macerated tree roots. 

.„e to religion, we were not molested until Christmas of 1960. 
On that occasion the Christians come with unusual real. That 
night I went up to the T.ittle ftemlnary of l*»*s and there I found 
the Ly or headman of the village of lamas. He wan sad as he saw 
ominous forebodings in the air. He did not Know whether or not to 
flee. The Communists were already looking for something he oould 
be charmed with. After all, he was a good Christian, and the 
thought of hie wife, a rictus woman, and his five young children 
prevailed upon him, and I can see hi® now aa in that holy night he 
said to me in resignation; *We must have natience! 3od knows 
everything! " 


/Notation in {Jen and ink: *Be mtient, because here in Northern 
Italy I have so many things to do each day. Hearty greetings!/ 
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THE TRIUMPH OF HATRED 

At the beginning, the Communists engaged in casual conversa- 
tlon here sn’ there, on the streets. In the homes, during work in 
the fields; but little by little everyone understood thet it was 
"necessary" to listen to them. Thus, the famous lectures became 
the order of the day, or, to eey it better, the people's "daily 
bread." Lately, life was regulated to this ooint: 5 a. in., rising; 
then, going to work in groups (fr each group of ten workers, one 
was held responsible for the work of the c there ' for the whole day; 
at ? p.B. , lecture until 9 ”.m., and often until 11 r.m. Those who 
wanted to be excused had to have n very pood reason. The nightly 
lectures served to keen control of all the men, who were thus pre- 
vented from meeting in conventicles. 

The basis of all Breeches was, as r» general rule, hatred: the 
hatred of the servant for his master, of the -'.nor for the rich, of 
the ragnn for the Christian, of the Chinese for the European, tery 
often, but not always, It wan possible to tell from the tone of the 
lecture how things vers going. F'»r on male, they would say first 
that foreigners vore to be kicked out; then, they would say thftt, 
in our work of oaring for the lepers, we Reserved admiration and 
could not be replaced^ it evening, every little place had its 
lecture on regularly scheduled subjects. Then, once every two 
months or no, all the representatives cf the cools ?ere Invited to 
several days of real retreat with secret lectures, boon their re- 
turn they were Imbued with renewed enthusiasm. 

Toward the end of 1950 the lectures were in full swing and the 
people had already lost a great deal of the reelect one feels 
toward his masters, his parent*, his elders and generally toward all 
social classes which differ fro® his own. T recall the case of a 
young boy, one of our orphans, who had been adopted by a master 

cabinetmaker end who, after the advent of Communis®, talked back to 

his 
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his adoptive father and ended by running away from home. 

With regard to 3sntong, who wee considered p criminal and an 
exploiter of the people, rumors betran to circulate to the effeot 
thRt the people were by now strong enough to try him and set the 
hand of Justice upon hi®, if they wanted to do so. Indeed it was 
not difficult for the Communist leaders, always looking for charges 
against anyone, to find some versons who wanted 3angtong and others 
put to death. And so it vas -'screed! 

From Ksngting, 3«ngtong, Centetse and three others were 
brought back to Kopimien by vr>y of Louting. On the |f 0 knnlln 
mountain, facing Mosimien, Centetse alighted from his horse and 
suddenly dived headlong into a deep ravine. To *'revent the other 
four from doing likewise, they were tied together; but shortly 
thereof ter the escorting soldiers ran into two fugitive# from 
Mosimien end, while they were busy arresting them, the four dived 
resolutely into the rsvlne, preferring that Kind of death to the 
tortures in the nubile square. 

In ositrlen the whole oo-ulntlon was expecting them and was 
disappointed. However, there were speeches Just the same, reolete 
with insults for the Fleeing men; and there were also volleys of 
gunfire, as if the men had be»n there. It was the evening of 
January 10, 1951. 

About February 20, the Wnder-^refect of boutingkiao came to 
Mosimien on a very confidential mission. When he left, on Febru- 
ary 25, the local orisons were literally filled to capacity. 4e 
realized then that, the valley having been left without actual 
leaders, the Communists Intended to do away with anyone who might 
possibly become a leader In cnee of an insurrection. Among those 
seized were the ruler and the head of the village of Lamas, both of 
whom had been tried by trie people’s court and found "innocent of 

any guilt. u 

After 
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/if ter many days of concern over their lot, on March 19 & 
number of parsons, among whom was Ly, the head of the village of 
Lamas, were brought, barefoot, to a large field. They were tied 
to roles and the population was invited to show its wrsth at them 
by snitting in their faces, insulting them, slapping them, throw- 
ing palls of boiling water at them.,.. This revolting scene was 
also witnessed by the children. Finally, at 1;00 n,m. , the coup 
de grace was administered on the nope of the neok to each of the 
doomed persons. Soon thereafter, the Franciscan Sisters Mission- 
ary of Mary, who happened to pass by, ran into a horror-stricken 
lad who begged them to show him which one was hie father, for he 
wanted to kiss him one last time. It was Ly*s little boy; he 
could no longer recognise his own father, for the death blow on 
the nape of the neck had badly disfigured the unfortunate men. 

Crying was not permitted during the executions because it was 
looked upon as a sign of disapproval? A woman who was seen crying 
was sent for 15 daya at hard labor. 1 When the executions were 
over, the dead bodies were left there for their respective rela- 
tives to take them and, bury them with full ceremony, if they so 
wished. 

The go-ahead signal had been given, and from that day there 
were executions at least every other week. 

Our hearts ached every time we met groups of three, four or 
more grief-worn women who tried to console one another over the 
disapoearance of their beloved ones, we figured that the number 
of those who had been executed in publio in ^osiaien must have 
been at least thirty. 

Fleeing became almost impossible In the winter of 1950-51. At 
the mountain passes and here and there along the roads and beaten 
paths the Communists had placed sentries, or agents of the larty, 

or other trusted persons— men and women. Anyone who passed by was 

stopped 
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atopped and questioned: where was he coming from? where was he 
going to? what did he have with him? etc. , etc. I shall not 
forget very easily the Insolence with which a woman addressed me 
as I had almost reached the entrance to the Little Seminary of 
Lamas: "Where are you going?" I did not reply Rnd went on; to 

her angry protests, as I was entering the Seminary, I retorted in 
Italian: "do Jump into the lake.'" Evidently she wae satisfied 

when she saw with her own eyes where I was going. 

In order to leave the town it was necessary to have a permit 
issued by the Party. These road controls had also another purnoae: 
that of preventing the rich (actually, though, everybody) from 
hiding their treasures in the mountains or elsewhere in their ef- 
forts to save them from the rapaciousness of the new masters. 
"Treasures* meant gold, silver, money, Jewels, olothing, opium, 
food, dry goods, farm tool#, weapons; In other words, everything. 
Everything now belonged to the State, and no one had the right to 
keep anything for himself. 

The military aspect of the struggle kept apace with political 
procedure: the population would be roused to enthusiasm by the 

promise that within five years Communism would rule over the entire 
world. To us Italians they spoke directly; "Soon we shall go to 
liberate Italy also." In I960 there was much talk about the war in 
Tibet and the forthcoming conquest of India. But no further men- 
tion was made of India in 1951. However, at least two celebrations 
were held in rejoicing over the conquest of Tibet. I remember one 
of the episodes of this war: suddenly the news was spread that ths 
Communist armies in Tibet were in difficulty; mules and horses were 
dying from hunger, the men were dying from cold. Everyone was 
forced, in Moeimien also, to turn in a proportioned quantity of 
firewood and rice straw, to be delivered in all haste to collection 
centers— the straw for the horses and the firewood to warm the 
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Of the war in Tibet we knew only whatever rumors circulated 
among the people: nothing certain and official. 

One flay, it seemed that the Communists had suffered a severe 
defeat near Ratang. Reinforcements, marching without rest night 
and day, were Bent there within a few flays; but then everything 
returned to normal. 

About Korea, it was being said at one time: "The Americans, 
kneeling down, have asked us for peace. We will give it to them, 
but we must take advantage of this little peace (armistice) to arm 
ourselves even more, to buy weapons, cannons, tanks and planes. The 
Americans are beginning to weaken; one more blow and we shall drive 
them out of Xorea. * 

On the basis of such talk as this, an office was opened in 
Moslmlen also, as in all the towns of China, to receive voluntary 
offerings (money, corn, rice) for the arming of China. There was 
also in the town the offioe for “World Peace", where everyone was 
expected to go voluntarily and affix hie signature. For all prac- 
tical purposes, there was no freedom: every office kept a register 
of, and the Communist Party kept a check on, who had appeared and 
who had failed to appear, and the consequences were not pleasant 
for the latter. 

Someone asked where they expected to buy the tanks, the guns 
and the planes, and the rerly was: "Sven in America." 

There was a great deal of talk about building airfields not 
only in China but also in Tibet. A lociitlon frequently mentioned 
In this connection was Kantse (100°— 32° E. Oreenwioh), and the 
latest rumors were that the airfield there had been oompleted. 
Lately, planes flying at very high altitudes passed over Moslmlen 
ouite frequently, and it was said that they were going to Tibet, 
to the Kantse airfield.... 

The 
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The contributions in material things wsrs soon followed by 
those in personal services, with the institution of the voluntary 
military levy. As many young men as noaeible were taken from eaoh 
family, excluding only the siok and the sons of lepers, A little 
red signboard with the WUM of the new recruit was given to his 
family to hang in a prominent plaoe in his home. Actually, the 
families, when not seen, cried over the departure of their beloved 
onee as though they felt that these young boys would never come 
baok. The Comnuniets said that these new soldiers would remain in 
the town; actually, one month or so after their reoruitment they 
were sent to Tibet. Later, some of them returned from Tibet but 
were sent to other places: some people said against the rebels of 
Mongfcong; others, against the Independent Lolos of Ta-leang-chan; 
still others, to Indochina and to Korea. 

The soldiers write home very rarely; that is why their families 
consider them dead as soon as they leave. 

More than 300 of them left the Moeimien valley. But the 
trouble did not end with the drafting of these men: every onoe in 
a while the Communists would "invite* someone to become a truck 
driver, or to specialize in some branch of the industry, and go to 
far-away places. And one had better accept those invitations! 

Also, the population was continually invited to volunteer its 
services in the construction of the great military roada. People 
were given all sorts of promises; but we learned later that they 
received barely enough food, and that their nay was being withheld 
from month to month with the greatest of ease while they were risk- 
ing their lives amid an astonishing waste of explosives used in 
blasting. 

At Loutingkiao, in the course of one evening we heard hundreds 

of blasts. The shortage of volunteers was made up with forced labor. 

Of the people of Mosimien, more than one died in these large-scale 

road 
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road construction work a. The road froa J&gaan to Tatelenlou was 
widened twice its original width, and it was rumored that the 
Communists intended to extend it to as far as.... LaasaJ 

Fully realising the dangers of their deadly program and almost 
certain that an insurrection was to be expected, the Communists 
had foreseen everything and made preparations therefor. 

First of all they forbade everyone, exoept those who had 
special authorisation, to posesss weapons of any kind. Following 
this ban, whoever was found in unauthorised possession of weapons 
was forthwith sentenced to death. 

Then, all land immediately adjansnt to the roads and surround- 
ing the town was cleared of trees and underbrush, so as to oaks 
ambushes impossible. 

The postal service was immediately taken over by the police. 
Many letters and smell parcels from my family were confiscated, as 
were many letters 1 sent to my confreres. However, they regularly 
delivered L'OSSERYATQRE RGKANO three months after the date of issue. 
From time to time they would let a letter pass through, in order to 
give the Impreeeion that the postal service was free. The same 
control, or even worse, prevailed over the mall of the Chinese 
people, which presented no language difficulty, as did our mail. 

The pilice also controlled all bank operations; therefore, 
they knew Just how much money every person in town received. 

then, there was the box for anonymous reports; it was nlaosd 
at tile entrance to the town, it was kept locked and was always 
under the watchful eye# of the Party. 

Espionage was not greatly developed, but Purely existed. One 
evening Fr . Richard, of the Little Seminary of Lamas, notieSd that 
a man was hiding under his window in order to listen to hie con- 
versation; upon being discovered, the man Jumped over the garden 

well and disappeared. 

Moeimlen 
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Moslalen had no prison house; the Communists built two of 
them and everyone knew that they made use of torture and third- 
degree questioning in order to extort oonfessione, aodusatlons and 
naaee of associates. Those who oaae out of the prison trembled at 
the thought of what they had seen and refused to talk about it.. 
However* one of them told us, among other things, that In winter 
time the Communist myrmidons of the law would pour ice-cold water 
down the prisoners' backs. The prison was dark, smelly, damp, with 
low ceilings. The relatives of the prisoners were under ooapulsion 
to feed them, but before passing food on to the prisoners they had 
to eat part of it in the presence of the guards, to Bake sure that 
it wag not poisoned. 

On one oocaeion some of the prisoners succeeded in escaping 
from the prison and took to the nearby Mountains; but hunger foroed 
them to come baok. One of them was immediately beheaded and hie 
head was exhibited in the publio square; the other* were again 
locked up and subjected to Increased hardship. 

The local Communist Party had available a special courier 
service composed of children who, at a moment'* notice, were ready 
to daah to any destination, swiftly and faithfully. By means of 
this system the Communists are able always to keep in oontaot with 
one another. 

The of floe of the Communist Party, whloh supplied to the town 
the combined services of our town hall and chief of police, had a 
staff of some ten persons, more or less; they wore blue suits and 
took care of themselves quite well, at the expense of the public. 

It was they who organized the big lectures and who decided on 
the aubjects to be treated each day at the nightly lectures. 

In this kind of set-up the people were unable to move and, in 
a fatalistic sense, they accented the whole situation. 
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80CIAL JUSTICE 

The Comrcunlata divided the people into various categories, 
LiBts of these various categories were made out and posted for 
nubile notice. First came the rich landowners with tenants, then 
the rich without tenants, followed In order by the well-to-do, tne 
mere workers, the poor, the wretohed.... Everyone knew hi# own 
category as well ns that of everyone else. 

The first provision to be adonted was a law compelling the 
landowners to refund to their tenants the deposits they had re- 
ceived from them at the time the tenants were given possession of 
the land. The manner In which this law was applied was contrary 
to human principles. Those who had given paper money demanded the 
refund in sliver! Worse yet, they demanded it within an unreason- 
ably short time. It must be pointed out here that In actual prac- 
tice it was impossible for a landowner to receive even a small part 
of hie tenant's crops-- what with an infinity of taxes, which in- 
creased automatically as he collected anything from his tenant. 

The Communists set up all their offices within the grounds of 
the Catholic church in Mosimien, also taking over the group of 
buildings which at one time had housed the Chinese Sisters and the 
girls' orphanage. It took them quite some time to get settled, and 
they wandered from building to building. They also set up an of- 
fice of the tax collector, equipped with a brand new weighing 
machine, always ready. It was not a dependable machine: perfect 
for small weights, but inaccurate on heavy weights. Therefore, 
payment of taxes was always a haphazard affair, usually ending with 
the taxpayer on the losing side. Taxes are always paid in the form 
of wheat, oorn or rice. 

Then came the Draconian lawa on sharing the wealth. Repre- 
sentatives of the people, apnointed by the Communists, called on 
the very rich, the rich, and the well-to-do, on the basis of 

specially 
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specially prepared lists, taking Inventory of everything and then 
taking away all or part of the booty, according to the "people's" 
verdiot rendered by the Cooounists. All the things confiscated 
were deposited in a pagoda (Tasasu) whioh served as a storehouse, 
and on certain days the Communists distributed them to the popula- 
tion. The large silver coins, however, were retained and turned in 
to the government; in fact, there was an, order to withdraw them 
from circulation end turn them in to the bank in exchange for Com- 
munist paper currency. It was said at that time that all that 
silver was earmarked for Russia to pay for armaments and economic 
aid. Hiding anything was considered stealing and waa severely 
punished, as was anyone who destroyed anything. The government 
owned all things; therefore, hiding something amounted to stealing 
it; destroying it amounted to damaging government property. 

Many were those who, having suddenly become paupers after 
having worked hard all their lives, committed suioide. We estimated 
that over twenty such esses occurred within a few montha. 

All those who came into dispute with the authorities, or who 
were deemed "unjust," "oppressors of the people," or "exploiters of 
the people," etc., were committed to public trial and subjected to 
insult, beating and torture. 

The guilty person would be placed, in a kneeling position, in 
the middle of the public square and all those who had a real or 
alleged grievanoe against him would oome in turn in front of him 
and would charge him with his misdeeds, after which they would spit 
at him, beat him and mistreat him. If he had been granted that much, 
the culprit could answer with politeness and humility, but as to the 
rest, he was not permitted to react in any way. A Communist leader 
supervised the proceedings and saw to it that everything went along 
nicely. Only the allegedly injured parties had the right to give 
vent to their feelings; the others could not, unless requested to do 
ao. There was a graduated scale of mistreatment, its degree 
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depending upon the aocueed person, the mood of the rublio, the 
supervising Com-runlet leader, and particularly the nature of the 
charges. 

Generally, the Communist leaders ore ruthless while gathering 
evidenoe, whereas In public they appear to be quite moderate 
persons. Fakers. 1 

In some coses the mistreatment was inhumanly cruel. A poor 
devil went through the torture of having bamboo splinters stuck 
under his fingernails.... Many were those who died as the result 
of severs beating. I recall one Si-hai-kin, who, coming from the 
trial, fell to the ground rlgjit in front of our electrlo power 
station and died. The Communists promptly stated: "We did not 
kill him." 1 

And all this went on while public announcements were repeated- 
ly being mode of laws forbidding "beatings" and allowing one to 
Justify hia own actions....,* We always found thlB duplicity be- 
tween "government" law and Communist "oractioe," noting that the 
ruling power Is really In the hands of the party. 

These people’s trials also brought a wave of suicides, as had 
been the case with the sharing of the wealth. Entire families were 
wined out by this system In a very short time. 

The political, military and social strife took suoh violent 
forms from Christmas 1960 to ’ester 1951 that there was almost no 
family left which had not suffered death, or imprisonment, or 
forcible military service, or disastrous loss of property. Tears 
were running in torrents. 

The institution of the family hsd lost its Importance: the 
men who were still available were always under perty obligations; 
they would be called to work on collective projects, or to attend 
lectures, or to participate in plunderings of homes, or to arrest 
their former friends— all of which kept them always away from home. 
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At time* they returned home in the evening Juet long enough to eat 
sfcite, then they would leave again in a hurry. 

People worked for fear of not having enough to pay the taxes. 

The women, too, had to work in order to make up for the many hours 
lost by the men in satisfying the foolish demands of party life. 

The Christians soon found themselves faced by a grave dilemma: 
either to obey or to oppose the Communists. In preparing the lists 
of peasants who were to pillage the property of this or that rich 
person, the Communists purposely Included the names of a few 
Christians. These would come to us for advice: “we do not wish to 
steal, 8 they would say, "but what can we do? If we refuse to go, 
we will be treated as friends of the enemies of the people.' 8 And 
so it was in many other cases. 

A few of them succeeded, in a nice way, in being excused; many 
of them, however, did go, and in the division of the loot there were 
those who experienced a feeling of satiffaotlon. But there were 
also those who, deep in their hearts, felt that they should, as soon 
as possible, return to their legitimate owners what was not tneirs. 

But thssft are exactly the things Communism strives for; sharing 
the wealth; trials by people's courts; capital punishment; keening 
the men ns long as possible away from their families; to have as 
many persons as possible involved in the misdeeds of Communism; to 
destroy family love; to make the masses aware of their brutal strength 
whioh recognizes no reason, no nobility, no honest wealth. 

In the course of a few month# we witnessed some amazing changes 
of heart. But Mosimien, too, did not go without the classical Com- 
munist purges. At the beginning the Communists even made use of 
persons with a very bod renutation; then it was learned that thle 
one had been expelled from the oarty and that one had fallen into 
disgrace. In Lamas, a newcomer Into the Communist Party was put to 
death on the strength of charges, brought by other Coominists, that 
he had taken advantage of his office to steal. Individually, the 
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Communlsts are persona that can be dealt with; but as soon as you 
have to deal with two of them together, one fears the other and 
both become unyielding. The Communists are unjust by nature; but 
if one of them le officially accused by another of being unjust, 
or of seeing things In disagreement with the leaders’ points of 
view, then they become relentless. He Is punished without meroy.' 

Within a few months every social problem had been solved.* 
Everybody was a servant of the Government, vhloh was the absolute 
master of everyone and everything. Orders and counter-ordera were 
accepted without complaint. And with the same indifferenoe, or, 
to put it better, a sense of "fatalism, * the people waited for the 
long-heralded sharing of the land, although it was actually already 
under way since the Communists had arbitrarily taken land away here 
and given it away there according to their own particular sense of 
Justice. Lastly, I want to mention the case of Mr. 3ie, our neigh- 
bor. Having understood the situation, he donated almost all his 

lands to his neighbors. . .perhaps in tacit agreement with them. 

#*** 

THE RELIGIOUS STRUGGLE 

Mao Tee— tung had replaced God in everything; neople thought 
of him and sang his praises, morning, noon and night. To tell the 
truth, Stalin was not snoken of a great deal. All other religions 
were being eliminated. Some of the famous pagodas of the area, such 
as that of Tasaeu, were converted into warehouses, and the pagan 
children were taught to take the idols from their homes into the 
streets and crush them with stones. 

Not far from Otangtse, a nogoda was converted into a school and 
all the idols kept in it for veneration were smashed and thrown away. 

The bonzes were dlsnisaed and ordered to return to their families 
and go to work in the fields. 

We hoped that some substantial ohange for the better might take 
place before the time set by the Communists for the complete 
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eredicatlon of the Catholic religion (three years); meanwhile, all 
of ue, except Pr. Egidio M. fo&iln and Fr. Stanislaus, who re- 
mained in Moeimien, one as pastor and the other as male nurse, 
settled in the leprosarium and set up temporary offices there. 

The Comnunists were "soared stiff of the leprosarium, and 
this permitted ue to live in relative peaoe. He had undertaken the 
building of a new convent in otangtse. He felt tho need for it 
because the old Chinese house which we had been using as living 
quarters no longer offered any protection against rain and the 
elements and was in danger of collapeing, since all lte beams wars 
rotten; also, our community had increased in number and we were 
never able to have the whole family together on aome occasion, 
first we took care of the lepers, of the Sisters* Convent, of the 
church... and now, after twenty yeare, we also thought of ourselves. 

If I am not mistaken, we moved into the new House Convent on 
November 22, 1960, which was a Saturday. 

The new quarters were not completely finished inside, but 
every day we worked on something. Thie kept our minde occupied and 
diverted our thoughts from the reign of terror which had gripped 
the country. The Comrpunieta cnme often to watch us work as masons, 
carpenters, painters, farmers. But the Communists feel that even 
work is a useless thing. If you do not work, you are laef; if you 
work, it is because, being rich, you wish to become richer. And if 
you think that the Cormuniste car be converted by good deeds, you 
are greatly mistaken: if you are a scoundrel, they broadcast it to 
the four corners of the earth; if you are a saintly person, they 
maintain thst you are a criminal in silk gloves. Against the Com- 
munists there is but one double-edged and extreme remedy: to pray 
and to fight, putting into the fight all our sniritual and physical 
strength, even our very blood, without comnroralsingj 

The 
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The Communist leaders— who at the beginning fooled the people 
by working in the fields, but now saw no more need for it and 
passed their time idling in their off Ices— would teach the little 
girls of the Catholic church orphanage the Conrrunlet songs; then 
they would send one of the little girls to Fr. Egldlo, who had 
been relegated to a an all straw hut built inside the church next to 
the main entranoe, to sock the good Father; "Come, Father, the 
Comnunists want you to carry the manure to the fields.... 1 Come.'...® 
and she would run away laughing.' 

The men who worked for us always drew better pay than anywhere 
else. Had we committed any injustices, we surely would have been 
called down, but this never occurred. However, owing to the fact 
that the Communists were against the Europeans in general— and the 
Catholic missionaries in particular, whom they fought overtly and 
covertly , ••we found that the men were afraid to work for us because 
they feared being seen by the Communists. But most of the work had 
been done by now, and we went on alone! 

When the Communists issued the law to the effect that the 
landowners could not demand any tribute from their tenante, we pro- 
ceeded to cultivate by ourselves a piece of land, producing, thanks 
to the Lord, enough food for our needs. 

At the time the Communists oame to Mosiaien, the town had the 
following Institutions; schools (for boys and for girls); orphan- 
agee (for boys and for girls); one pharmacy; the convent for the 
Chinese Sinters; the church; the rectory. Also, there was a house 
where a number of poor people, old and blind, were kept. 

In Otongtse there vaa the leprosarium, with an ever-increasing 
number of patients: In 1948, the Inmates numbered 150; In 1951, 
when we left, their number had risen to 292. 

Near the village of Lamas there was the Little Seminary in 
Fr. Richard's charge, with about ten seminarists. 

Up 
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Op to Christmas of 1950, there was a continuous succession of 
visits and Inspection*. At the leprosarium, they asked for on# 
list after another until they had us disay. They demanded full 
Identification of each innate, the case history, the treatment 
given and to be given. Resides, they requested an inventory of the 
supply of drugs and a list of those of ordinary use. But where 
they really showed their inner selves was In their constant efforts, 
at times mads with cleverness and at tines in the open, to find cut 
where we got the means of keening our 300 lepers* Who was the 
manager? Where did his funds oome from? Who was giving so such 
money? Was it the American or the Italian government? Or were 
they private donations? Did we have any gold hidden in the 
leprosarium? And so on and so forth ad infinitum. 

In order to answer all sueh questions in the name of us all, in 
December Fr. Joseph went to see the underprefect in Loutlng. The 
Communist official sparsd neither admonition nor threat, caring 
little for the real problem facing the leprosarium: the oaring 
for the lepers. 

Blood and gold: this was the unsatisfied hunger of the 
Communist sJ 

Following a polite request, in the fall of 1950 we hod to turn 
over to the Communists one section of the school building, then 
another rocm for the collection of the taxes and the storing of 
wheat and other grains. As was easily to be expected, they ended by 
taking over almost the entire Mission building, a thing which was 
finally accompli shed in September 1951. 

On the feast of the Holy Innocents, by trickery and force they 
also occupied the church. They dieplayed the pictures of Mao and 
Tchoute, they rang the bells and, beaming with joy, they hold in it a 
number of lectures. Then the Father had to clean up th# mess they 
had left and all wae as peaceful as before; to nut it better, th# 
Father should never oppose them whenever they saw fit to hold other 
leoturAepijaredtfmr£teisaehy003/10/22 : CIA-RDP83-00423R000300500003-0 
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The church In iloainien was in a dilapidated condition and needed 
ouch repair | it to a net well suited to the needs of the Communists, be- 
cause in winter it to a difficult to heat and in summer it lacked ventila- 
tion, its ceiling being too low. But we found out that the Communist pro- 
gram contained this provision t at least once. Communist lectures and 
westings were to be held in every church and chapel, even in private 
chapels. Their precise objective was the profanation of these sacred 
places. They also went to the private chapel of the Seminary in ernes, 
where they not only held lectures but even slept on the altar. 

Their oratory was, as expected, directed toward the hmeric&ns 
and toward us, whew they considered the agents of foreign imperial!* • 
Religion was a thing invented by the Suroreansj instead of r raying, which 
serves no > urpose, it was fbr better to work. 

Toward the middle ef January 1951 ell of us foreigners, brothers 
and sisters of the religious communities, were called to 'outingkiac by 
the nolle# authorities, each of us to give an account, both orally and 
In writing, of his or her life from birth to (kite. It seamed a simple 
matter; Instead, the first round of questioning took one full weak, then 
came another rrund which Tested four days. On this occasion, they held 
our asrrorts and ordered us not to go around calling on Chinese homes, 
but to remain always in our own quarters or in the Leprosarium, thus 
proventing us from carrying out any apostolic work. When we were ^ivea 
this order, an old Communist was visibly nl eased and was laughing; Fr. 
Joseph dared to roint out that "anyone is free to believe or not to 

believe in God.* thereupon the officer in charge (we learned later that 

incensed 

he was a Christian) became/and, with tongue in cheek, retorted: ^Your 
religion spoils the heart of the Chinese pec~lej* 

he yojmgsters wore considered ins’ifficiontly acquainted with the 
Chinese language and were sornewhr t sc rod daring the questioning, '^e 
had tc use interpreters to give an account of our lives in writing. The 
Coiamiriats gloated over finding sene error or discrepancy in our written 
sheets; in such cases, they would order us to begin all over as a 
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runishraent — and there me a charge for each sheet of -a per used. 

«e returned to Gtangtee on January 2o, he following day, a herd 

of madman broke into the leprosarium. We had bean ordered some time back 

to refund the f&acua deposit to our tenants, and the Corvnm, sts had made 

the rounds exaggerating the value of it. 

It should be ketrt in mind that the leased land belonged to the 

Vicariate and not to us, and that the meager returns had to be shared by 

the leprosarium, the schools, the orphans an ! the oenslnary, 

t/e had no money to pay for this truly enormous form of taxation. 

Oar first move was to bring the matter to the attention of the Bishop, 

with Communist permission, A good old man, a Christian, was sent tc 

Kangtin ;, but on the Xak akhen mountains his feet became frozon and ha 

ended up in a hospital. Then Jr. L<y , a schoolteacher, went to Kangtiag; 

but the mcn«^ which the Bishop ted requested from abroad (with roliee 

permission) for the payment of the taxes had not yet arrived s>t the bank, 

and it mss necessary to wait for it. 

In Mosimien, the Communists were furious j they did not intend to 

wait any Ion er or isten to gny reason. They came to the leprosarium 

and took Fr. Florianc sad Fr. Gentile away with them as hostages. They 

took them to Tzayang, Tn all truth, they did not mistreat then, but ted 
a 

them attand/hcrrible people* s trial efter w! ich cane the warning} "If you 
do not ranks up your rind and ray your taxes, ue will do the same to ou, 
or even wcrsej" 

It was then that we decided not to wait for the money from the 
Vicrriate and notified the Cor im uniats that we would pay the taxes with 
whatever we had. 

Thus, on February 1, said a great display of weapons, dagg rs, 
spears, and guns, the Communists came and took away everything they deemed 
more valuable, after putting a ridiculously low price on it. Their booty 
included blankets, clothes, kitchen utensils, olive oil, salt, corn, etc., 
etc. Similar operations were conducted at the Mosimien Jisaion and at the 
Little via® Inary of XA&aa* 

Only on these conditions ee were able to secure the release of the 
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of the Communist leaders, then it ms given to the various tenants 
according to their stated claims* naturally, the Cornu: 1st leaders did 
not neglect their own interests***.. 

At first sight it weald seem that the people wo* ad benefit from 
these depredations and come out richer; actually, the thought of the 
things which were ruined because those who took them had no need for thcr;, 
or because they were thrown here and there without any care, is indeed a 
heartbreaking experience. To soy nothing of all the things which wwr© 
hidden away end then left there to rot, or of those which spit© of 
severe renal ties, were rurposely destroyed by their owners who ware about 
to lose them* And the persons who received p^rt of the "booty 11 were not 
considered the owners of it, but simply as n custodians" o "trustees", 
responsible to the government* It should not be forgotten that the Men 
were very frequently away from their families, travel ing here and there, 
when they were not permanently away after having "Joined" the army cr the 
forced~l&bor gangs. It will be understood, then, that the depre lotions 
end redistributions were among the many things designed to fool thy people; 
the things changed place but their real owner did not change, *s roved 
by th© fact that the Communists took them back whenever necessary. They 
kept itemised inventories of everything, and any time they needed something** 
a tool, a rig, a horse, etc. -- they just went wherever it w ns and took it. 
There were no longer rich people or oor people: there were only "nan 
serving the government in everything", with all their earthly possessions. 
Thus, social problems no longer existed. 

Meanwhile, starvation was in store for us unless the r ood Christiana 
hel ^ed us secretly* The Communists watched every person who brought us 
something and increased his taxes, «r piling: "He has so much that he can 
give it away to foreigners* ** ./" 

* e began to worry about the fat© of th© 300 lepers. W o would 
provida for them under these conditions! And w© saw the inevitable ©ndt 
hunger would drive than to rebellion; they would run away from the 

leprosarium 
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leprosaria In search of food, and the Cruciate would h-ld us renponsible 
for It. We would end up In prison p.n i the roer l^rers would ell be VII led 
in the Btreets* 

As our sup lies ran lower end lower, tho lepers rn , the community 

offered their ceaseless prayers to St. Joseph. 

In reply to our repeated ^loadings, the under— refect of Lo oting 
curtly informed us that he was assuming no responsibility for tho lepers 
and that we would find ourselves in eerie ua difficulty if they left the 
leprossriun for any reason shotnnover. 

Thus our fears seemed to be confirmed. Completely cut off from the 
rest of - e world, we could do nothing but pray and pray some more, too ther 
with the lep«re. 

On the eve of tho feast of St. Joseph, Mrrch IS, 1951, a letter 
ceae from the under— refect allotting to us a new sup ly of wheat for the 
leoeraJ Sight days later, on tho octave of the feast of 5t, .Togeph, 
another new all otmant J Time went by, and on the feast of the fatronego 
of St. Joseph, still another allrt.mentj 

15e received only wheat, and the lepers tiro needed salt, firewood, 
clothes, etc., etc.} but although this sujrly of "heat was meager, its 
quality anything but good (it was mostly moth-eaten), and tho lepers needed 
so many ct er things, the danger of stf rvation had been overcome and we 
saw this as en oraon that St. Joseph would take care of the near le ers even 
if we no longer c^uld. 


OH AGQij:: 

from tine to ti' «, by incredible neons, we received news of the 
other missionaries of the Vicariate of F.-ngtdng, and it was news that 
often disturbed our sleep end our peace* 

e learned that in ©vary town, even the sm-1 ’ r?st village, pec le 
were being killed ruthlessly, Te learned that in the Yrutong valley, 
and is the Hongkong rnounteins where TV. Charrier ha hia mission, sets© 

7,000 psriismis 
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7 f 000 ^artisans, without help froa outside, were withstanding the con- 
tinuous attacks of the Communist aray hut war© donaed to certain destruction, 

V e learned that in Kangting the old and sickly Bishop had been 
tried by a people's court , had been r istreated and imprisoned* All the 
Chines© rriests, except one, had alar bean thrown into orison, and the 
youngest of the® was kept in handcuffs night and day* The oth.r foreign 
missionaries were being held under survoi lance in their living ^uarter^ 
often consisting of -no or two rooms, and subjected to continuous inter- 
rogations and smirches. 

We learned that all the Christians who wanted to or could defend 
tb bis; ip end the fiesta in the public trials had been arrested in ad- 
vance; in fact, we learned that one ^uj oaken was rublicly insulted by 
his own son, who accused him of being "a friend of the foreign bishop* 
and asked for his immediate execution! 

With the Bishop in prison and all the Fathers and the bettor 

Christians rendered helpless, a Chinese Catholic Church independent 
was 

from Rone/or tehli shed in Emitting, Everything was under tb© direction 
rf the tx>lice, and the first objective of this new National Church was 
nothing else tut to seise all the property and institutions of the Vicariate 
and to ask for the death penalty or expulsion froa China for all the 
foreign missionaries# 

toe day wo learned that 4ao Tae-tung had been tsked whether it 

would be advisable to have 8sgr. Valentin, the Bishop, executed. lie had 

a ccording 

replied affirmatively according to and negatively /to cthore# 

ife learned else of the despicable methods employed by the Cooruniat 

police# Some missionary Fathers were mad© to sit b a desk on which the 

of them 

policeman had laid their pistols anti annu: ition; in that position, plot urea/ 
were taken to show that the missionaries were in illegal possession cf 
those weanonsj 

war warned 
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He were warred also that tha police wanted to know the meaning 
of every piece of paper, every handwritten notation found in the rromo; 
therefore, it was prudent to destroy every paper, every note, in order 
to prevent unpleasant situations. 

.to learned that the Franciscan riissionary Cistars of &ry in 
Eangting teni had their own Via Dolorosa, a loop one indeed, and after 
laying dispossessed of everything, including the hospital, t ey hail been 
banished from O’ ina. 

another bit of news which caused us a great deal cf sadness was 
that on the other side of the T’ong-ho River, in the Fulin area not far 
ftrora us, all the lej>ers had been f assecred and thrown into i^uickl ! me 
pits or set on fire after being soaked with gasoline. 

fin d we knew that all this news, all these ru ors, wer true, 
absolutely true. At times the victims themselves sent it to us, in 
microscopic lottara* * • • • • 

The thought of what was in store far us — searches, examine lions, 
tortures, prison, end perhaps death — was a real agony, .ve were always 
expecting the Communist police. At night we wer . not sure whether wo 
would a Bin see the light of day; in the morning we did not know whether 
we would be still alive at sunset..... 1 Only one thing was in our favor; 
we wore 1 oented in a secondary area whioh waa under the Juris diet on cf 
the special police office of Kangting; therefore, the local Communists 
not take matters into their own hands and act in accc* dance with 
their whims. But e*en so, -ur future ms uncertain and dark] 

.•/,*« w9 were ® lied by the police to Uouting, in Jenurry, to ive 
accounts of our lives, wo were given accomodations in a rood of Ft** Reno’s 
residence. That residence ted 1-eon taken over by the Communists an only 
two rooms had been ^eft for the personal use o r Fr. Hong who was, to all 
nurr oses, u risoner cf the Communists, continuously watched and cent -oiled. 
The rooffi adjacent to ours was the seat of the Communist cel 1, and 

we were 
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we were separated fr cm it only by a wocd rartltion. 

During the ni ht, there wee continuous racket in that room: 
singing, claying the victrola, laughing, end from tine to time an 
interruption to pier a scheme, held a trial, or taka e decision... 

I remember the night of January 27, a Saturdayi at about 7 
o'clock, singing and record- laying stc ped suddenly and everybody wes 
quiet. One by one the Communists (men and women) made their rsokly 
confession, reporting the unusual cases occurred to them and what their 
iwjhavicr had been in each particular case. A man tried to Justify his 
actions and to blame other persons] but anot or man, surely a Christian, 
made this remarks "You know well that when you/to confession, you tell 
the father confessor your own sins and not t‘ ose of the others. ... J" 
Everybody laughed. 

wes 

The meeting/’ resided over Vy an old Communist. 

Almost isrediately after, we heard a sort of co:rt In sessions 
a young Cer-munist hrd brought hie mother before his leaders and wos 
sayings "She is always scolding me because T want to live as a good 
Ccrmunist. flow shall I deal with her?" We heard some voices yelllngi 
"beet her ur, beat her up,' n He accused her of smoking opium, but she 
denied the charges with great courage. Finally we heard the old leader 
says "'fle must not forget t"’at in China the laws of the govor: nont order 
you to respect your parents." we could not understand how the natter 
ended. Then the music and tie singing started ell ovor gain. 

Later, the noise stopped again. The leader began to speaks "In these 
days the rich are beginning to be afraid that they win lose their wealth, 
and at night they try to hide everything they eon, in the houses of friends 
or up in the mountains* We must watch the streets end the roads, con- 
tinuously, and find out what the -eople are carrying with them as they 
go about." Then came a few comments and remarks, end again the music, 
which was interrupted obrurtly by the np-e«rance of a oor devil who had 

been arrested 
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been arrested for traveling from one town to another without the required 
■papers • They treated him very harshly, and finally handed him over to a 
comrade who imrrisoned in a roo® near ours. ^hen the comrade relumed, 
they eaked him; *Dld you lock him up? 4 " doon ! .ia affinitive reply, the 
ain tng and laughing and sneering were resumed. Then they sat down to a 
game of cards while singing the Internationale..... 

"This is what h&pneai ev^ry night , v ro or Fr. aeng toll us. 

From that day on we realized that the streets ?md roads were being 
watched twice as closely as before. In fact, it was forbi iden to carry 
sealed letters from me town to another, and any such tet+ers had to be 
opened and shown to anyone who wished to read them, likewise, it was for- 
bidden to send through the Mil a sealed letter within another letter. 

There wen no doubt that the noose was getting tighter every day, 
and we tried to resign ourselves to the idea of the iclent death tV&t 
probably awaited us. Fr. Hong used to tell met *1 have no doubt that we 
shall be killed, ... let us hope that they will shoot us. But nerhape they 
will crush our heeds with a rcck,...J" Than he would be overcome T y a feel- 
ing of dejection that was heartbreaking. &any a time, while walking f long 
the walls of the leprosarium, I saw myself lined up against the well and tie 
men of the firing aqued pointing their guns at me.* And the other members of 
the community, also, at times in a joking way and at times in all earnestness, 
tried tc become accustomed to the idea of violent death. 

Following the procedure they had employed in Kangting, where they 
had arrested all the more courageous and influential Christians before 
acting against the Bishop, one day the Communists arrested our proctor 
in *4b simian and our teacher ly at .outing. Thus, our Fr. Egidio, the 
raster in Mesimien, found himself isolated and like a lamb surrounded by 
hungry wolves. 

Little by little, the Communists had taken over all the mission's 
bindings. First the schools were closed, then the orphanages, finally 

the Chinese 
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the Chine ae listers were sent back to their original towns hore and 
there, where they were to ronort to the Co- -uniat chieftain and hand 
hie a message of introduction.... This message stated that the bearer 
ms s Catholic Sister, etc., etc. T- is meant tJiat it was useless to try 
to more somewhere else and start life anew... the Communist no) ice hod its 
eyes on each one of those sisters and would follow h r everywhere. 

In the Catholic Mission of \losimlen only a few unfortunate^* ere 
left, roor old een who, up to that time, had been cared for by Fr. Egidio. 
Instigated by the Communists, these poor creatures demanded frets the 
Father a "salary” for the services they had rendered to him during so 
tusny years. Thus, IV. ngidio net only found himself in destitution but 
deeply in debt to those whom he, out of generosity, had fed and kept for 
many years.... Unable to carry out the ministry of his priesthood, an! con- 
tinuously plagued by endless financial problems, Fr. Egidio sew no other 
way out than to retire to Otangtse, which ho did toward the end of Jay 
1951 . 

By taking aciventage of the freedom granted to him in order to 
go to the leprosarium, little by little he transferred nil his personal 
belongings to our convent, finally completing the moving operation in June. 

Fr. Stanislaus remained in Mosimien with his phrrsacy, - *hich was 
used also by the Communists. There also remained a few old persons, who 
managed to steal every single thing that was left there. 

One day the Communists invited all the old people of the icsimien 
valley to go to the "Greft ..a time 1 Old Peo-les 1 dome" In the city of 
Jagaan, which had replaced Kangting as the capital of Sikang. Some of 
than went, others refused to go, and I do not know how the matter ended. 

The Chinese Sisters had always had with then an old Tibetan woman. 

On their departure, they left to the poor woman a few things and a *"lg. 

For the old woman, that pig represented "everything", and she took great 
care of it an-i made calculations in her mind.... But one day Fr. Stanislaus 
found her crying in despair, without saying even one word to her, the 

O-munist 
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Communist hcd taken amy the pig and killed it. "Go to Jegann," they 
told her. But she did not want to go because in that Home the old people 
were not nermitted t.o pray and to die as Christians. 

Meanwhile, so othing of the seme order was taking -lace in tie 
Little Seminary of Lamas. By pressure and direct or indirect threat, ell 
the seminarists ware forced to return to their families. The e, toe, 
yielding to Communist instigation and taking advantage of t a r-rseeutien 
of the foreigners, one of the servants demanded an unjust -ay-ant of salary 
before leaving. Only Fr. Richard, 5I.E.P., rema ned there together with a 
truly admirable old nan who spent all hie time in prayer. lew much s-dness 
in that place, once bustling with activity and the scuroe of so much hope] 
The poor Father could not stand it any longer and he, too, came In June to 
atay with us at Otangtse, which ted become our voluntary but at the seme 
time inevitable concentration camp. 

In the Convnuniste, t! e thirst for blood goes hand in hand with the 
thirst for geld. They are robbers just aa much as tl ey ere nurd rers, 

After having a cused our cor proctor of all aorta of misdeeds 
and having inflicted upon him various sen ences ranging from a few months 
in -risen to deat , t ey came on several occasions to Otangtse with the 
evident intention of extorting from ua what little we still had left, 
bringing with them the poor man in handcuffs, like a common criminal. 

The Communists told us: "Tour oroctor must pay 7 tans EJ fa* taxes; 
if the Fath r will nay for hiss, we premise to free him, but if the Father 
does net pay, we will kill him." 

The alternative was neither logical nor Just; but since the 


Conmunists had stated their stand for ev ryme to know, the result ms 
that the reopl© waited to see what the Father would now do for V is oor 
man who hod served the Church for such a 1 ong * me and had helped hi; out 
of .swmy a predicament* HVen though we were not sure V at the Communists 
would keep their word, we raid the tax (or should I say the ransom) and, 

on August 24, 
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cn August 24, 1951, the proctor left *osir»ten to serve a three-year term 
fit hard labor* •# 

At this particular time the Comauniata were instigating as many 
parsons as they could to demand from us payment of imaginary ebts, alleged 
back salaries, etc. They would repeat: "The Fathers must go away,'" »nd 
the result was that many simpleminded reople were eager to lay their j-nds 

on the property left by the Fat ers. 

Time went by and every day the Communist program was closer to 
realisation} there was nothing left but the famous "sharing of the lend." 
And we had the good fortune to witness this sharing, which was a 1 ong and 


laborious process. 

First of all they requested all landowners to turn in the deeds 
of their lands, then — so it was said — all these deeds ware burned. 
tVery document pertaining to land owned had to be turned in, under the 
threat of very severe penalties. Then, all the land was surveyed. 

They came also to our place; they stuck a little red flag in the middle 
of to field and proceeded to stretch the lines along the boundaries of 
our property. The result of the survey wee written down on a wooden tablet 
which was later posted on one of the boundary lines. The survey showed 
our oropert to be larger than it actually was. And this was the cose 
with many other fields, naturally, there were those who protested, and 
the survey was made over and over, each time with a worse result. I do 
not recoil whether our field was surveyed by 5, or 6, or more different 


comMsaions, 

The injustice of these commissions was deliberate and preordained 
by the Communist chieftains. In answer to the usual complaints, one day 
the Communists came out with the statement t at they had the right to survey 
the land before distribution, and that their findings would be final. Thus, 
they proceeded to survey all the lands of the valley, and t air computations 
of the size of each property always came out larger than the actual a ze...., 


RESTRICT =X> 


in order 


Approved For Release 2003/10/22 : CIA-RDP83-00423R000300500003-0 


Approved For Release 2003 ! (1Q^ i ^^-RDP83-00423R000300500003-0 

ia enter to increa • the yield of the lead, to which hypothetical figure 
waa applied the rule that three fourths ef the yield were to be turned 
in to the Stete and the remaining ene^ourth was left for the needs ef 
the worker..... 

At this point we loot interest in the whole thing, since we 
realised that we had Just about reached the end of cur rope. 


BAdi strap 


On September 21, a dozen or so Communists, man and women, came to 
the leprosarium acconpenled W the chief of pellet of Kongting. They 
announced that, in the nemo o the Government, they were taking over 
the lep osariuffi end assuring the responsibility for its operation. 

They looked for every possible way to charge us with soma misdeed, 
finding none. 

They demanded an invent- ry of our personal belongings and one of 
the things which we considered as belengin ; to "the community**, They 
also doar.nded a list of all the medicines we had and. . .exactly how much 
money wr.a in our hands. 


‘hey ordered FT . Stanislaus iiBaedtately to close the pharmacy 1a 
Mo simian and to itand over all the medicines, which were then brought to 
Otangtse, where the Communists Iiad taken over the Ulsters’ convent. 

io were ordered to remain confined in our quarters, and armed 
guards were posted at the door, night and day, to prevent us from tall ing 
to the Chinese or disposing of our personal things. 

The 1 opera were lectured every day and incited tc turn against 
us and demand that we leave the country. 

Svory morn in anl evening the leoare ha : to attend meetings to 
ain:, Communist songs, instead of ; raying as they did before; during the 
day thsy had to work • * * . 
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At first, the lectures were held in the courtyard, ami then*.,,* 
in the church, which now was nothing but a rublic westing hall, as was to 
be expected* 

They placed together men and women, beys and girls, leaving those 
who were gravely ill in the most uncomfortable rccas; they forbade the 
lighting of fires for heating r urposeo and tbs kee ing of food brought 
to the ler>ars by their relatives; they cut down the weekly food ration; 
they tried to stir up the lepers by bringing up the most outworn and 
silly matters... 

God alone knows how many tears were shed in those days by the pear 
1 soars, who realized that t ay were doomed to be ki 1 led, if not directly, 
surely indirectly by being deprived of the care they needed* 

The heed of the Go&raunist commission was a veritable scoundrel; 
he stole the morphine intended for the lepers and used it himself, taking 
as nuch as 80 centigrams a day intravenously. Jnder the action of the 
drug, he wenld stand up in ublic and launch e tirade against us. *han 
we discovered that he was stealing the mor hine, we formally reported him 
to the Communist net ice, but we do net know shat was the result of our 
charges* 

We had been deprived cf every right to be erncerned with the lepers, 
deprived of eur personal belongings, and kept always at ti e disposal of 
the Communists, We exnected to end up in orison* On October 4, 1951, 
at noon, they interrupted our meal and ordered us to assemble in a room. 
Brothers and Sisters together. There, the Chief of Po" ice ordered un in 
the name of the Government to be out of iosimlen by 10 o f clock of the 
following day* 

niy three Sisters and three :*Vi*rs were ordered to remain and 
wait for new orders. 

In derartlng, we fully understood that the reorle loved us and 
that those who hated us were niy the leaders, because such hatred was 

a r*?-rt of their 
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a -art of their program. 

On October 5, at 10*30 &.o., we left under ~ol ice escort. In 
saying good-by to those who were remaining, T heard them says *hray for 
us who perhaps shall die.” And the lepers told met * lease offer the 
Holy lass for us when we are deed.” 

On our way, incredibly large crowds of people came furtively, 

fearing the police, from every country lane to bid us good-by. Poor 

the 

oeorle, their faces were disfigured by /daily tears and agonies. 1 

Each one of us carried with him, or her, a small valise filled 
with personal things. We had so many things when we come, rnd ncn^re 
had to leave like criminals, with only a few personal effects.... But 
evnn if we had been permitted tc take ©ore with us, it would have been 
impractical in view of the long trip and the prospect of having to cany 
everythin otxr selves. 

At ovary city we had to fill out identification "apers, several 
times being requested also to make an inventory of everytlilng we had 

with us. 

At very city they searched ^ur valises and our rersons. >te 
were kept under close watch and custody at all times end in all places. 

In Moairaiea and in Lcutingkiao we were ©ado to post public notices 
to the effect that we, barbarians that we were, h&vin to get out of 
China in 20 days, were serving f nal notice on anyone who had claims of 
any kind cgslnat us to come forward and submit such claims..... 

In Jagaan we were handed cur Conmunist -assperts, good only for 
leaving China and to be presented to the local polios in all the cities 
along otar way. 

Our group consisted of 5 Fr-ncisean Missionary Sisters of 4nry, 
one Father of the Foreign Missions of Paris, and four of us Franciscans* 

The schedule of our trip was as follows* 

October 5 - departure at 10:30 a.®., on foetj 

n 7 « arrival at Uniting, in the evening. Considerable amount of 

checking 
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checking here; 

October ? - departure for Jags an ty truck, in the raornlngj 

" 10 - arrival at J&gaan, in the evening. Checking by the police; 

* 13 - coming, departure far Chengtu and arrival there in late 

evening; 

* 14 " early morning, departure for Chungking by stage-coach; 

■ 16 - evening, arrival in Chungking. 3peeial questioning here; 

* 19 - evening, boarding + he boat going down the Bus River; 

* 22 - arrival at Hankecu in the evening; 

* 23 - in the evening, departure for Canton - Hongkong, by train; 

* 26 - at noon, arrival at the Hongkong border. 

ft*ca Canton to tha Hrngicnng border wo ware searched three tines; 
they took away from ua all the money we had, giving to each of us, In 
exchange, the equivalent of about #1,50. 

Before the departure and during the trip from ,'osiraien to Hongkong, 

I made the following observational 

I know that tha Lotos in the Mcsimien valley submitted to the sharing 
of the and; but the independent Lotos of the Taleangsan region would not 
have it, end it was said that forcible man suras were being considered. 

The Communists ware more indulgent with the Tibetans, and, as we 
were leaving, I heard that they were beginning to cart pressure on the 
Tibetans to have then attend the lectures (the first step in the Ion 
Communist program) . 


I heard also that tie Lems of Tibet had placed the Image of Mao 
Tse-tung among the idols in their temples and were showering praise on 
him every day, thus ’.oping to be left in peace. 

Ctoiho motor-road Jagaan-Kangting I noted a h avy traffic of brand- 
new Russian military vehicles, which are quite fast. It is said that these 
vehicles carry supplies to the military storehouses in Tibet. 

Before reaching Jagaen, along tha road we saw our farmer proctor, 

working in tte 
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working in the forced-labor gangs. 

We noted thousands upon thousands of persons engaged in forced 
labor throughout China, building or retiring roods, bridges, etc. 

In Jegaan (now the raritel of Sitang) , on Octobor 12, at 5 p.a., 
in front of the police headquarters building, we saw one of the forced- 
labor gangs pees through the city. One of the men fell to the ground, 
exhausted; by orders frca the escorting soldier, the others grabbed him 
by hiB coat snu dragged him away, like a sack..... 


Some 40 km. from Chengtu, an innense new military airfield was 
under construction. 

Between Chungking and Chengtu a single-track railroad is being 
built. In October the work was half finished. We noted two foreigners 
and heard that they were Russians. 

Two hours before reac' ing Chungking we went through e magnificent 
town, all newly built, with an excellent field for military training. 

The town seemed an immense aggregation cf military barracks. 

While we were embarking at Chungking, a Comma ist girl twice 
attempted to take her life by drowning; the other Communists saved h r 
both tines. 

At Hankeou, as we were wr Iking along one of the streets at 3 in 
the morning, we sew a dead man on the sidewalk, his herd split wide open, 
isio one raid any attention to him. 

The Communist propaganda against America is incredible. Shormous 
placards are soon everywhere; usually they are in the form of cartoons 
showing contempt for, and casting insult upon, America while exalting the 
new China, On one of these placards I saw depicted an American soldi r 
eating, like a real oenrsibal, the remains of a deal drrth Korean soldier, 
and a Chinese who wps wrestling fro® his mouth a '•tece of the dee - soldier’s 
arm...... all that was left of the American meal] 


In the interior 
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In the interior of China the Cmrun late are badly armed; large 
'-la user pistole, obsolete rifles, and here and there a few submachine vets, 
but not in ^preat numbers. I cannot say whether they have other weapons 
ready in their arsenals* Often we saw soldiers and sont^lea carrying very 
clumsy hand grenades of the type with a wooden handle, 

iieer Chengiu-Chungking we met many man of the 8th Arty; they 
traveled on foot and by mule-drawn wagons (three mules for each wagon) . 
Their firmaments seemed pitiful to us* Also, toward the South we saw a 
number of trucks (not Russian) of the 3rd Arm * I do not know whet they 
were carrying car what their destination was. 

'•ear Canton - aongkong we noticed that each Communist wee armed 
with two revolvers; a large one carried on the outside and a sms 11 one 
carried under the coat. 

These are ay few and sad recollections of Red China. And none 
of us will ever forget the imrenso, overwhelming joy we felt on leaving 
the Chinese sentries and being able to shake hands with the British ones* 
In iiosimien we had read the famous bock "I Chose Freedom J" There 
is truth in that book, absolute truth ao far as the Communist ways are 
concerned. In regaining oui- freedom, we felt happy as Uttle children end 
owar come by an emotion which one experiences but fas times in his life. 
But an observation became timely at t is time* the number 66$. 

Cue day, in Uosioien, me of the lepers offered me a cigarette; 
it was a new brand. In China there is no tohacco monopoly and a profusion 
of brands is found everywhere. And the Communists have eerie all the 
brands of American cigarettes. Row, this now type sea not given n name 
but a number* *666". «e examined it closely; it was "666” without doubt, 
for the position of the writing and of the design ca the package indicated 
that it could not bo 999. I had, right then and there, the idea of taking 
a sample of it cut of China; in faot, I gave this sample to the Custodian 
of the Lfttaran Museum. 
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It happens that 666 ia the fatal number of the Beaut in the 
Apocalypse* Com- < nism is convinced that it ia ‘he fatal apocalyptic 
beast and brags about it* 

*n<3 verily, in the various police officers, in the various tawe, 
in the cross-examinations, in the searches, the arbitrary confiscations 
of property, the taxes, the arrests, the executions, the tortures; in 
the political, religious, social and military strife, one can Always 
detect a Being which one feels but cannot ms; a Being whioh ia personal 
in its impersonality and impersonal in the persons of its agents. 

Anyone who has come across him knows hint it is He, it is 
■666"] It is the "Criminal* who rej ices in trimphing over everything 
good by his evil deedsj 


THE END 

St. Aranoie Convent 
Clttadella (Radua) 

March 10, 1952 

/a/ Ft, Candid© Ruchelli, OFM, 
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